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Human T-lyempholeopne viens tvpe B (HTLIADD and
adult T-cell leukemia/Temphoms TATLED i Panama,
P. H. Levine® M. Cuevas, 1 Arcsemang, ¥ 5
Jaffe, W_Rlattner, and W O Reeves {NCL Bethesda,
M 20R0E).

The authars conducted a seroopideminlagic survey
of 745 representative inhabitants of urban Panama,
Five per cent were setopositive as delined by a com.
petitive binding assay, A national registry ol bt
Logic malignaney was subsequent b initiated o odeter
mine the relative fregueney of adull Taoell leakemind
lymphoma (ATLLY, a nenplasm cemprising 507 o
adult bymphemas in hummae Ty rephal ropic wiss
1 (HTLY-1b endemic sreas ol Japan ard the West
Indies. A totalaf 1596 incident kematolagic malignaney
patients fancluding 40 non-Hedekin's  lemphomas?
were entolled inthis sholy over o twoovear perind,
Orly three ATLL patients were wdentiGed and el three
were seropusitive for TTTLRN L The anthars conehode
thnt nlthough elassical HTLY - Lassociated AT ne
curs in the Panamanian papulation, o is wl as
alent asin ether Carlithean courtries. The discordaney
betwern the Righ rote of serepesill antd The paueiny
of AT cases may b el ges 1k gler i vala varinm
virus resernbiig HTLA -1 predders of specilicily an
the aseay utilized an carly studies, ool reslsbinnes
1o disense, anidior the alsenee ol environmental oo
factars [or ATLL. These hvpethezes sre vurrenstls
under inves:
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i nant. of Epidemialogy, U, of Washinglon, Scatlle,
P opasaes). _
< [esarean deliveries are performed on women with
& ital herpes to prevent peonatsl herpes, A retro-
_FI we cohort #tudy was conducted to aszess post-
- gartum endometritis risk in women with genital her-
b A total of 309 women who had genital hempes
i -‘mﬂﬁed from birth certificates and who delivered
i eehirths duning 1880-1983 were compared with
b gomen [requency-ma tehed by hospital and birth yvear.
izl enalyaia of data from hospital records revealed
B 10 relative risk of endometntis for women with
izl herpes (95% confidence interval (CI) = 13-
.l]}' A second aoalysis compared MW women with
b sarean deliveries done for penita] herpes (not ahb-
; o reasons] with 277 wamen without genital her-
e wnth repeat cesarean deliveries (oot for emergeney
b geetric reasons). The relative risk for posteesarean
; md,;.mctritiﬁ wis 1,0 (95% O = 06-1.9, Multivariate
E'_ djuat:’uﬂﬂ‘- ijﬂT any ]ﬂh-';.!!‘. euptire ol membranes, hos-
;. le* and hfr'lJ’Ll year did not influence the risk esti-
C e The findings suggest that women with known
I aaitat herpes bave an incressed refative risk for on
- gpretritis associated with the grester utilization of
pepn debivery s o result of the genital herpes, bl
ot throwgh other mechanisms. Stedy implications
el methodologic challenges are discuszed.
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Hutban Telymphaotrepic viras tvpe | (ITFLY -1 and
ghult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma (ATLL) in Panwmu.
7 H. Levine® M. Cuaevas, JJ. L Arasemana, E. 5
Jaffe, W. Blattner, and W, O Reeves (NCI, Bethesds,
D 208

The authors conducted o seroepideminlorico supvey
of 145 representative inhabitapts of urban Panama.
Five per cenl were seropisitive as defined by g com

itive banding assay, A national registey of hamatn
It malignancy was subsequently initiated v deter-
mine the relative frequeney of adull T-cell leukemin/
pmphoma (ATLLY o neoplagm comprising S0%. nf

t lymphemas in human T-Iymphorropic vines type

(HTLY-I1 endemic arcos of Japan and the Wess
[ndies. A tetal of 136 incident hematologic malignancy

gents (ncluding 40 pon-Hodgkin's lvmphamas)
were enfolled in this study over a twoovear period.
gmly three ATLL patients were identified and all thres
gere seroposttive for HTLV-[, The suthors conelude
qhat although classical HTLY-[-associnted AT oo
curs in the Punamanian population, it is not as prov-
glent a5 in other Caribbean countries. The discordancy
petween the high rate of seropositivity and the poucity
of ATLL cases may be due Lo the deteetion of a variant
yius rerembling FITLV-1, problems of specificity in
jhe assey wtilized in early studies, genetic resistancse
tp disease, and/or the absence of environmental co-
petors for ATLL. These hypotheses sre currently
prder investigation.

pecuracy of death certificates for injury-related couses
of death. L. Mowver® (2, Boyle, D. Pollock, and K. N,
Qo (CDC, Atlanta, GA HEIEE),

Accuracy of death cortifieate information for clas-
gfying underlving cause of deatl has focused on “nat-
gral” or disease- related couses of death. Current inter-
paf in injury-related deaths has plaved proper cernil
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cation and coding of these deaths ar o high level of
impartance. This study compares agreement of undoer-
Ivizygr cause of death gs determined Crom dealh ceztif-
icate inforoation with that determined Fram a el
pendent review ol all relevant medieal and legal dog-
uinenls of death by a panel of physicians, The sty
sample includes all deaths (0 = 4400 thar occurred
over an approxtmate H-vear fellow-ap pesiod, inoa
randomly selected cohort of 18313 US Army veterans
of the Vietnam-era, Seositivity and specificity woere
all abwowve 90% For molor vebicle crash desths @ Forer-
wcticerial Clossifieation of fhseaser, Minth Bevision
(ICT-4 codes BE1G 200, sutcides TEB50-11 and hom-
teagdees f TREMG0-410 !'.f.,rrmum-r'n fose el ol |!'!_Ii_l-i|::||1i_j'|_![
deatks (EA50-69), mustly drup and alechol-related,
wis poor {sensitivity = 50700 in genersl, the [0D-9
romenclaiure Iacks Che detall pecessacy 1o sccarately
code drug and alechol-related degihs, The :-;:,r]s'ni-.-jl:u.
gnd specificity for the individual three-digit siicide
and homicide codes were all above 90%. The agree-
ment was considerably Jess for meodor sehicle crash
deaths; sensicovily ranged Teoes 29% we 83%, The lack
of descriptive informotion on desth cortilieates to
atlow detsiled coding was chiet®y responsible, Finally,
agreemaent of the fourth digit of 10100290 far example,
the role ol the decedent v oa enoree sohicle crmsh el
was i Feneral poor,

[neidence of Wl injuries amone the eldely, Minmi
RBeach, [9R5- 1988, [¥, Lamberl,® O DeYino, . Rodyi-
gaez, U Sattin, A, Hos, and S, Bacchells (010, At-
lanta, CA 303330,

Falla are the leading couse of Taal and nonlatal
iojuries among the elderby, wver little s koosen aboul
the personal and eovironmental factors associnted
withh falls. Theretare, 1the authors anolveed  com-
ity boseed data Tor Blison Beacks, Floda Uraon the
[racle Coupty Pabilic Flealib Ving -Conters for | Haense
Condrol -.":'.'.Jl!‘l_'.-' T Acsess Folbs _-"._|||:_|||i_; Lhae |-:.|:E|-r|5.-_
Duriog the coe-yenar perind bedween Jduly 19350 and
Jume VIEG, LHET fulis were ident ied riom fize pescoe,
cmergency rooen, hospital impetient, and medical ex-
aminer records, The rete Tor falls was 96 5700 00K
amang persons aped Bh venrs ar obder, Fall rates in-
creased exponentiolly by age, with persons aged 55
wvenrs or older having the highest rate (168,21 AK0)
Far each age group, women had higher rates Lhan men,
and Lthe overall Endl rate For seormen CIOR ] OO0} was
LA times the rabe Tor moen (72710000, Most of the
[alls touk place o the bBoome (54500 ar sbreel [19950,
and most (78%) toek place during the day. OF the
1.512 persons who were injured, 33% suffered (roc-
tures, 20% suffered open wounds, and 8% snd¥ared
spraing, contusings, or superlcis] iguries, There were
B4 persons hospitalized because of a Fall, for 3 hos
pitelization rate of 44.5°1,000, Hospilaliznlion ristes
algn increased exponentially by age, and ler each are
groug, retes were hagher for women chen for ruen, The
hospitalization cate for women (5130000000 was 1.6
Limes Lhe race for mes €029/ 000), The mortality rafe
for falls was 2170000, smd althoush women bad o
higher noalatal injury rate, the mersality rete lor men
[2GS 000 was LA fimes Lhe rale Dor somen L5
Loy, These Ooelicgs are being used o M Beach
to develop and farget prevention strategios dor falls
ard Fatl injuries amnong the eldory.
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